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HE Executive Committee and the
Planning Committee are excited to
announce the South Carolina Athletic
Trainers Association Annual is moving
Downtown! The location of the 2018,
2019, and 2020 Annual Symposiums
will be moving to the Columbia
Metropolitan Convention Center.
Working in tandem with the Convention
Center we have designated the Hilton
Hotel as our host hotel. This move
will allow the organization to continue
to grow and offer the membership
additional opportunities in “The Real
Southern Hot Spot” Columbia, SC.
This move will allow the Program
Committee to expand educational
offerings while improving attendees,
presenters, and vendor overall
experiences. The facility itself offers
a bright and modern design that will
welcome our membership. The facility
is also located in the heart of Columbia
, walking distance from shops,
restaurants, and galleries.
Columbia is loaded with great
restaurants, whether you want a
traditional Southern meat-and-three
or an outdoor dining experience. Here
are a few local and regional favorites
nearby.

R

ESERVE Your room today! The
Hilton Hotel has opened up the
SCATA Blocked Hotel Rooms for the
2018 Annual Symposium.
All interested individuals may start
reserving their rooms now by utilizing
the following link CLICK HERE.

For
a
complete
list
of
Columbia
restaurants,
visit
ExperienceColumbiaSC.com. Some
restaurants close to the Convention
Center include:
• 1801 Grille
• Terra
• Cafe Strudel
• Cola’s Restaurant
• Hunter-Gatherer Brewery
• Motor Supply Company Bistro
• Pawleys Front Porch
• The Oak Table

In addition to Great Food the
Downtown Columbia area offers
attendees an opportunity to do a
number of items. Attendees and their
families can choose from a variety of
activities including:
• Riverbanks Zoo & Botanical
Garden
• South Carolina State House
• South Carolina State Museum
• Congregate National Park
• Columbia Museum of Art
• The Columbia Fireflies

WELCOME HOME SCATA!
~ The Columbia Convention Center

The following Information can be
used in the registration process:
• Group Name: 2018 SCATA
Annual Symposium
• Group Code:SCATA8
• Check-in:11-JUL-2018
• Check-out:13-JUL-2018

•
•
•
•

Hotel Name: Hilton Columbia
Center
Hotel Address: 924 Senate Street
/ Columbia, SC 29201
Phone Number: 803.744.7800

A message from the SCATA President
that have finally arrived. I’m hoping
you all are experiencing a healthy
fall season as we begin to make the
transition into winter sports.

I want to thank our Executive Council
for their hard work over the past year
to move our association forward. I’m
excited to say that we have outgrown
our current location and will be moving
our state meeting to the Columbia
Metropolitan Convention Center with
the host being the Hilton Columbia
Center Hotel. We will be keeping the
same weeks of the year as our upcoming
meetings will be July 12-13, 2018; July
11-12, 2019; and July 9-10, 2020. Matt
Lyden and the program committee are
already working diligently to provide a
top notch program again this year.

G

REETINGS from White Knoll
High School. I’m sure everyone
is very busy this time of year but very
thankful for the cooler temperatures

I want to take a moment and thank
Dr. Jim Berry on his commitment to our
state and district by serving as our DIII
secretary. He did an outstanding job in
that position and we look forward to him

again serving in our state association.
Thank you to George Wham for his
service to our secondary schools by
serving on our DIII Secondary Schools
Committee; Amy Hand for her work on
the Young Professionals committee and
Brian Curless in Governmental Affairs.
I want to thank these folks for not only
their work in our state, but on a district
and national level.
As we move forward over the
next few months, I urge you to make
arrangements to attend the BBQ at the
Blatt on Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018;
the SCATA High School Workshop on
Feb. 17, 2018; MAATA on May 18-20,
2018 at the Princess Royale in Ocean
City, MD; and notably our annual
conference on July 12-13, 2018 to kick
off our new venue. Hope to see you at
all these meaningful events.
As I close, I wish you all a happy,
safe, and productive fall and winter
seasons.

South Carolina Athletic Trainers Association Gives Back

S

CATA wants to provide members
with an opportunity to donate
to those individuals that have been
impacted by recent natural disasters.
Several members have already reached
out to those in need and we encourage
the rest of you to join the effort. We
have provide several opportunities to
help those in need.

Sarah Robertson is an AT in Houston
Texas. She lost everything in Hurricane
Harvey. She just moved there and was
starting a new job at a local HS. If
you would like to make a donation to
her Please send gift cards (Walmart,
Lowes, Visa, etc.) to Sheila Gordon
and she will deliver them to Sarah.
Sheila’s goal is to send those collected
to Sarah on. Nov. 13. Please get all
items your willing to give to Sheila
before November 10th.
White Knoll High School has also
decided instead of Christmas gifts the

will be donating $100 collectively to
Samaritan’s Purse. This money will
allow them to install a simple water
filter that will provide a family with an
unending source of safe drinking water.
(Household Water Filters 013923)
Interested individuals can choose their
gift by contacting 1-800-353-5957)
Recent forest fires in California have
also left individuals in need. Interested
individuals can donate to local schools
by using the following links:
• https://www.youcaring.com/
mchsfiresurvivors-980521?ytn_
campaign=buttonshare
• https://www.
cardinalnewman.org/page.
cfm?p=567&LockSSL=true
• https://www.gofundme.com/
cardinal-newman-rebuild
• https://justin-siena.myschoolapp.
com/page/support/firerelief?siteId=1179&ssl=1

We challenge you to give back!

A message from the SCATA President-Elect

H

ELLO again from the Low
Country! I hope that each of you
are well.
I want to say thank you again to
Sheila and Jeremy for their hard work
and leadership. As an association, we
are fortunate to have such dedicated
leaders. To echo Sheila’s comments,
we are extremely excited about the new
location for the annual symposium.
We feel this new venue will allow us
to continue to grow and provide a great
program.
Thank you again to all of our
committee chairs and our new
committee members. Your service and
vision will continue to push us forward.
As we barrel towards the end of 2017

and enter the holiday season, I want to
leave you with this:
Remember your limits. If you are
like me, you think that you can handle
all that comes your way. You think you
can fix every situation. We are quick to
say yes and slow to say no. We know
the sacrifices we make during a season,
on the road, and in the office. Don’t
neglect yourself. Find your balance.
Find ways to recharge your batteries!
Gather a good team around you and be
willing to let them help you.
Remember, we have a great
profession and association because of
you.

Hope to see you soon.
God Bless,
Brad Drake

I hope that this season brings you joy,
encouragement, and strength.

A message from the SCATA Secretary-Treasurer
and enjoying some relief from the heat.
I am also hopeful you are as excited as
we are about all the great things we
already have lined up for 2018.

W

ELCOME
back
Cold
Temperatures and Pumpkin
Spice Lattes!! I hope this Fall
newsletter finds each of you doing well

However, I would be remiss if I did
not echo the thanks of Sheila and Brad
to all of our committee members 2017.
Thanks to your hard work we had one
of the largest annual symposiums and a
number of successful events throughout
the year. I also want to thank Sheila and
Brad for their leadership and tutelage in
showing me the ropes as an Executive
Council member.
I am personally look forward to the
next year as we continue to build on the
momentum of the 2017. In addition to

a new venue we will also be looking to
add more educational and networking
opportunities for our membership
throughout the symposium. We will also
continue a move towards being a green
organization as we move applications,
programs and communications in to
electronic formats.
In closing, I want to challenge each
of you to find a way to contribute to
SCATA in 2018. Whether it is coming
to the BBQ at the Blatt, being a
committee member, or volunteering to
help promote the profession of Athletic
Training find your niche. I definNo
effort is too small and all of our efforts
is what makes SCATA an amazing
organizations!

South Carolina Athletic Trainers Association Executive Council
PRESIDENT
Sheila Gordon
ATC, SCAT
sgordon@lexington1.net

PRESIDENT ELECT
Brad Drake
ATC, SCAT
bdrake@csuniv.edu

SECRETARY/
TREASURER
Jeremy R. Searson
PhD, ATC, SCAT
searsonatc@gmail.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Craig Clark
ATC, SCAT
Craig.clark2215@
furman.edu

SCATA Committee Updates
Governmental Affairs
Committee

T

HE BBQ at The Blatt is the annual
South Carolina Athletic Trainers’
Association luncheon at the Blatt
Building on the State House grounds.
This is the chance for SCATA members
to promote the profession of athletic
training, meet the South Carolina State
Senators and House of Representatives
and have a FREE lunch. Please plan to
attend and promote the profession that
you are so passionate about.

Public Relations
Committee

C

ONGRATS to John Keesee on
being selected to represent South
Carolina in the 2017 Shrine Bowl of
the Carolinas. (Picture attached)

A

J

OHN Keesee of Socastee High
School representing South Carolina
in the NC/SC Shrine Bowl Game

K

IM Bressler of Clover High
School representing the North in
the North/South All Star Football Game

T

• Special Events Committee
Michelle Futtrell- futrellm@cofc.
edu

T

• Secondary Schools Committee
Mark Buchman - m_buchman@
charleston.k12.sc.us

HE following students were
selected to assist in the all star
football games. This is quite an honor
and a noteworthy representation of
their supervising athletic trainer and
high school program.
Shrine Bowl- Hannah LongLexington HS and Madison LaneNorth Myrtle Beach HS
North- Alexia Jackson- Richland
Northeast HS
South- Sydney Burnett- White Knoll
HS

Please send any articles, news or
information you would like to be
published to Amanda Taylor (taylorar@
cofc.edu).

Young Professionals
Committee

T

HE SCATA high school committee
would like to recognize the
following individuals for being selected
to participate in SC High School All
Star Football events.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

ODD Stewart of Bluffton High
School representing the South in
the North/South All Star Football Game

WESOME job by the Clemson
Sports Medicine Staff who
helped a Clemson student involved in
a car accident earlier in October. The
car and passenger fell approximately
100 feet down the hill coming to rest
about 20 feet from the Seneca River
that surrounds the Clemson football
practice fields. Assistant Athletic
Trainer Scott Crowthers and other
Clemson personnel swam across the
river to reach the vehicle.

High School
Committee

are interested in sharing your tips on
transitioning from college to career or
serving as a mock interviewer, please
contact Rachel at sharpeRL@mailbox.
sc.edu.

T

he high school committee would
like to encourage the supervising
athletic trainers to inspire your students
to attend the SCATA student workshop
on February 7th at White Knoll High
School. This is a great day for those
who help us.

C

URRENTLY forming!
Any
interested Young Professionals
(anyone within 12 years of initial
certification) please submit a committee
application on the SCATA website.
Meanwhile, SC representative to
the D3 YPC, Rachel Sharpe, and YP
volunteers are organizing the 2017
Senior Athletic Training Seminar to be
held on the campus of the University of
South Carolina on December 3. If you

• Emerging Practices Committee
John Lopez - john.lopez@
palmettohealth.org
• Public Relations Committee
Amanda Taylor - taylorar@cofc.
edu
• Secondary School Workshop
Committee
Scott Thomas - sthomas@
lexington1.net
• College/University Committee
Amy Fraley Hand
• Program Committee
Matt Lyden - mjlyden@srhs.com
• Governmental Affairs
Committee
Brent Smith
• Young Professionals Committee
Rachel Sharpe - sharperl@
mailbox.sc.edu
• Honors and Awards Committee
George Wham - gwham@
lexington1.net
• History Committee
Walt Gainey
• iCare Committee
Stacey Baynham - sbaynham@
lexington1.net
• Exhibits Committee
Danny Poole
• Site Committee
Jim Mensch

2017 President’s Award

M

ARY Neely is the Administrative Assistant and Athletic Trainer Program Assistant
for DHEC Bureau of EMS. Mary has been with DHEC for four years. She
took over the responsibility of processing Athletic Trainer certifications and acting as a
liaison for Athletic Trainers across the state in 2015. Mary processed 173 initial Athletic
certifications in 2016, slightly up from 166 initial Athletic Certifications in 2015. As of
June of 2017, there are 909 Active certified Athletic Trainers in South Carolina. There
were roughly 500 active certified Athletic Trainers when Mary started at DHEC. Mary
continues to work hard to advocate for them across the state as the number of certified
Athletic Trainers continues to increase. She is indispensable to the DHEC staff and Athletic
Trainer community. When Mary is not in the office, she is very active in her church and
plays the French Horn in her church choir. She loves her 13 year old cat, Noel, and she is
a huge fan of all things Dr. Who and Sherlock Holmes. Congratulations to Mary Neely as
the recipient of this years’ President’s Award.

2017 Fred W. Hoover Award of Excellence

S

COTT Douglass has been an outstanding member of SCATA since 1985.
Scott received his Bachelors of Art degree from the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill in 1974 and then his Masters in Education from the
University of South Carolina in 2000. Scott began his athletic training career at
South Mecklenburg High School in 1975 where he served until 1985 and then
moved to South Carolina and worked at Irmo High School until he retired in
2014. Scott served on the SCATA High School All Star Selection Committee
from 1986 until his retirement where we was a part of selecting athletic training
student aides for both the Shrine Bowl and the North South All Star Games. Scott
has also served as the permanent South Carolina Athletic Trainer for the Shrine
Bowl for 25 years. Scott is a past winner of the Founders Award. These are just
a few of his accomplishments. He has been an integral part of our association
and a true credit to SCATA. Congrats to Scott Douglass as the recipient of this
years Hoover Award of Excellence. She is indispensable to the DHEC staff and
Athletic Trainer community. When Mary is not in the office, she is very active
in her church and plays the French Horn in her church choir. She loves her 13 year old cat, Noel, and she is a huge fan of
all things Dr. Who and Sherlock Holmes. Congratulations to Mary Neely as the recipient of this years’ President’s Award.

2017 Founders Award

S

HEILA Romano came to SC in 1985 after having worked at Richwood High
School in Richwood WV. She earned her Master’s degree from Marshall
University which was her path to NATA certification. She first worked at Allendale
Fairfax high school as their athletic trainer and girls basketball coach where she won
a state championship at Allendale. She left Allendale and became the first athletic
trainer at the new Dutch Fork High School in Irmo, SC. She served Dutch Fork High
School until 2001 when she moved to Dorman High School. At Dorman she has been
the athletic trainer for numerous volleyball, basketball, cross country, and track state
championships. Sheila has served as the Shrine Bowl and North South game athletic
trainer. She has served as the athletic trainer for numerous basketball and soccer state
championships. Sheila headed up the annual SCATA Golf tournament for several
years helping to establish and raise funds for SCATA scholarships. Congratulations
to Sheila Romano as the recipient of this years Founder’s Award.

2018 SCATA Annual Symposium Call for Proposals

T

HE SCATA Program Committee
has begun to assemble the
programming for the 2018 SCATA
Annual Symposium to be held July at
the Columbia Metropolitan Convention
Center.
In an effort to continue providing
high quality educational content, the
Program Committee will be working to
develop a program consisting of both

FORMAT
Feature Presentations
Hands on Workshop
Free
Communications
Clinical Case Reports

P

LENGTH
1 hour
1 hour
15 minutes
20 minutes

•
•
•
•

units please be sure to specify the
proposal fits into this category. Proof
of approval will be REQUIRED by
January 1, 2018. Failure to provide
proof of EBP CE award will forfeit
presentation.
We welcome proposal submissions
from
SCATA
members
and
nonmembers for the following program
formats:

# OF SPEAKERS
TYPE
2-4
Lecture
2-4
Hands on Lab
2-4
Lecture
2-4

Lecture

Proposal Guidelines
Feature Presentation
Workshop
Free Communication
Clinical Case

IMPORTANT INFORMATION RELATED TO FEATURE
PRESENTATIONS and FREE COMMUNICATIONS

LEASE read the following before
submitting your Proposal.

Proposed topic must fall within
one of the five domains of practice
for athletic training and must contain
content above entry-level.
•

Committee-developed programming
AND a proposal submission process.
We are offering this opportunity to both
SCATA members and nonmembers to
ensure a well-rounded educational
program with professional development
opportunities for our growing and
clinically diverse membership.
*If a proposal aims to award evidence
based practice continuing education

Injury/Illness Prevention and
Wellness Protection
Clinical Evaluation and
Diagnosis
Immediate and Emergency Care
Treatment and Rehabilitation
Organizational and Professional
Health and Well-being

For additional details on the domains
please consult the Board of Certification
Role Delineation Study.
• Proposal applications are
due January 1, 2018. All
applications should be submitted
to the Program Committee
electronically through the
Google Link Provided.
• Proposals affiliated with any

•

•

commercial product or service
will NOT be accepted.
Late and incomplete proposals
WILL NOT be considered. The
topic and speakers must be
confirmed upon submission of
the proposal.
After April 1, 2018 the Program
Committee will only approve a
speaker change if the original
speaker is unable to attend the
annual meeting.

Due to programming time constraints
and the size of the convention facilities,
not all submitted proposals may be
accepted. In this instance, proposals will
be reviewed and selected by a proposal
screening committee based on current
years per-approved programming, the
quality of the content, organization
of the meeting, equipment needs
(when applicable), significance of the
material to the SCATA membership,
and SCATA/NATA membership status.

Presentation Submissions must be completed online
Feature Presentation - https://goo.gl/forms/xV5Ow9KUV3lrkC3l1
Free Communications and Clinical Case Studies - https://goo.gl/forms/J1snSulZr0v7FTjj2

FEATURE PRESENTATION and WORKSHOP PROPOSAL FORMAT
Proposal Submission Process
Your proposal must include the following pieces of information in order to be complete and acceptable for review.
I. Presentation Information
a. Primary title and sub-headings if appropriate
b. Domain of practice for athletic training under which the topic falls
c. Target Audience
d. Level of Difficulty
e. Abstract (250 words or less) outlining the purpose and content of the presentation
f. Presentation format
g. Number of presenters
II. Speaker Information
a. Name and credential of each presenter
b. Contact information for each presenter
c. NATA number and SCATA membership status
d. Copy of CV from each presenter
III. Proposal Deadlines & Format
a. All proposals are due for review by January 1, 2018
b. All proposal must be submitted electronically using the provided format.
c. Incomplete or late proposals will not be accepted.

FREE COMMUNICATION ABSTRACT FORMAT
1. The format for submissions should be in Microsoft Word or PDF files. If submitting a PDF file, please include a second PDF abstract with the
authors removed for reviewing purposes.
2. The abstract should follow the format utilized by the NATAREF and described here. Abstracts fall into two general categories, Original Research
and Case Reports. Components of a structured abstract differ by the type of presentation. Original Research abstracts must include sections entitled:
Objective, Design and Settings, Subjects, Measurements, Results, and Conclusions while Case Reports must include sections entitled: Background,
Differential Diagnosis, Treatment, Uniqueness, Conclusions and Relevant Evidence. Descriptions of information to include in these sections can be
found at the end of this document.
3. Top, bottom, right, and left margins of the body of the abstract (in a WORD file) should be set at 1.5" using the standard 8.5" x 11" format. Use a
regular font no smaller than 12pt. Provide the title of the abstract in all CAPITAL letters starting at the left margin. Do not justify the right margin.
The title of a case study should NOT contain information that may reveal the identity of the individual. An example of a proper title for a clinical case
report is "Chronic Shoulder Pain in a Collegiate Wrestler."
4. On the next line, indent 3 spaces and provide the names of all authors, with the author who will make the presentation listed first. Enter the last
name, then initials (without periods), followed by a comma, and continue the same format for all secondary authors (if any), ending with a colon.
5. On the same line following the colon, indicate the name of the institution (including the city and state) where the research was conducted.
Example:
TITLE PLACED HERE
Last name FM, Last FM: Institution, City, State
6. Double space and begin entering the body of the abstract flush / justified left in a single paragraph with no indentions. The text of the body must
be structured appropriately (i.e., with the headings indicated in # 2 and also listed at the NATA Foundation website). Do not justify the right margin.
Do not separate sections into paragraphs. It should flow as one paragraph. Do not include tables or figures. The body must not exceed 400 words for
Original Research and 600 words for Case Reports. Please include word count at the end of the abstract.

Sections to be included in an Original Research Abstract: (this is how the format should look)
Objective: Provide a clear purpose statement establishing a need for the study. The objective should be no more than one to two sentences. Design
and Settings: Explain the experimental methods and materials utilized. Provide validity and reliability information on any novel instrumentation.
Describe the underlying target population. Clearly identify primary or critical independent and dependent variables that support the specific aims and
include the statistical design (i.e. 2 [group] X 2 [test] ANOVA). Subjects: Describe the final subject pool and criteria for selection. Measurements:
Describe the types of measurement and instrumentation utilized, data analysis procedures, statistical tests and significance level. Results: Provide
the primary data (means and standard deviations) and statistical manipulation of the experimental data that supports the stated aims and objectives.
Conclusions: The statement of your findings must be consistent with the results as reported and should be no more than two to three sentences.
Word Count:
Sections to be included in a Case Report Abstract ( this is how the format should look)
Background: Include the individual’s age, sex, sport, pertinent aspects of their medical history, a brief history of their complaint and physical findings
from the examination. Differential Diagnosis: List all possible injuries or conditions based on history and physical findings. Include all possible
diagnoses present prior to physician evaluation, diagnostic imaging and laboratory results. Treatment: State the results of diagnostic imaging and
laboratory results, final diagnosis of the injury or condition and the treatment and clinical course followed. Pertinent and unique details should be
included, as well as the final outcome. Uniqueness: Briefly describe the uniqueness of this case. Conclusions: The statement of your findings must be
consistent with the results as reported, and should concisely describe the most pertinent points of your clinical case. Relevant Evidence: This section
should address any relevant and pertinent evidence (diagnostic accuracy, clinical outcomes, and/or treatment received versus treatment recommended
in the literature) for the case. This section should be limited to 3-4 sentences.
Word Count:
Works Cited: Evidence Based Medicine References included in appropriate AMA format.

Please RSVP by January 8th to Brent
Smith @ bsmith6@srhs.com

