
South Carolina Athletic Trainers’ Association Annual Symposium 

Free Communications Poster Session 2019  

Application Information  

 

Now that our state association is holding the SCATA Annual Symposium at the Columbia 

Metropolitan Convention Center, the program committee for the SCATA Annual Symposium is 

expanding the educational experience to include original research and case study poster 

presentations. Clinicians, educators, graduate students and undergraduate students are all welcome 

and encouraged to submit an application. 

 

If you would like to share a case study or original research study poster at this year’s symposium 

simply submit an application by following the directions below.  Here are the details: 

 

I. Application: there are 2 application routes 

A. Route 1:  Any research or case study abstract accepted for presentation at either 

the 2018 or 2019 NATA Annual Conference and Symposium Free 

Communications or for presentation at the 2018 or 2019 ACSM Annual 

Conference and Symposium Free Communications will automatically be accepted 

for presentation at the 2019 SCATA Symposium. 

1. You only need to submit a copy of the acceptance letter and the abstract 

prior to the deadline.  

B. Route 2: Research or case study abstracts not presented at the most recent two 

NATA or ACSM annual meetings may be submitted directly to the SCATA 

Program Committee to undergo review for acceptance. Abstracts submitted via 

this route should be prepared following the format directions below.  

 

II. Route 2 Submission Format Directions  

1. Submitted abstracts must follow the format used by the NATA-REF for 

Peer-reviewed track. The instructions can be located by clicking on the 

“2019 Peer Review Track Instructions” at 

https://www.natafoundation.org/portfolio/research/ 

2. ABSTRACT FORMAT 

a) Prepare your abstract (on your computer) in accordance with the 

following instructions. 

b) Top, bottom, right, and left margins of the body of the abstract (in 

WORD file) should be set at 1”using the standard 8.5” x 11” 

format. Use either Arial or Helvetica 12pt. font with single 

spacing. Provide the title of the paper or project starting at the top 

left margin. 

c) On the next line, indent 3 spaces and provide the names of all the 

authors, with the author who will make the presentation listed first. 

Enter the last name, then initials (without periods), followed by a 

coma, and continue the same format for all secondary authors (if 

any), ending with a colon. 

d) On the same line following the colon, indicate the name of the 

institution (including the city and state) where the research was 



conducted. If primary author is not at the institution where the 

work was completed place an * after their name and following the 

institution where the research was conducted the primary author 

can indicate their present institution (including the city and state). 

For collaborative projects where portions of the project were 

conducted at different institutions, list all authors as described 

above (#3), then list institutional affiliations using the following 

consecutive symbols (*,+, etc.) 

e) Double space and begin entering the body of the abstract flush left 

in a single paragraph with no indentations. The text of the body 

must be structured (with the headings as indicated in the various 

formats). Do not justify the right margin. Do not include tables or 

figures. The body of the abstract for Original Research is limited to 

450 words. The body of the abstract for a Clinical Case Report is 

limited to 600 words. A word count generated by MS Word must 

be included at the bottom of the abstract. The word count should 

include the body of the abstract and structured headings. 

f) The required formats for the structured abstracts are listed below. 

For further clarification, authors should consult the AMA Manual 

of Style 9th edition. 

g) Abstracts fall into one of the following 5 categories; the author is 

responsible for determining the most applicable category for 

structuring their abstract: Basic Research, Qualitative Research, 

Survey Research, Meta-Analysis Research or Clinical Case Report.  

 

USE THE FOLLOWING LINK TO COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION AND 

UPLOAD YOUR ABSTRACT (AND ACCEPTANCE LETTER IF FOLLOWING 

APPLICATION ROUTE #1). 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/VBBtexM640Ap6NSO2 

 

 

III. Deadlines 

A. Application Deadline: The SCATA program committee will accept applications 

up until midnight on June 1st.  

B. Notification Deadline:  By June 15th, all authors submitting an application will 

receive via email an acceptance decision notification. 

 

IV. Preparing Your Poster for Presentation 

A. Prepare your poster following the NATA Research and Education Foundation 

Free Communication Program Guidelines & Recommendations which is copied 

in part below.  The guidelines and recommendations are also available at 

https://natafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/Poster_Guidelines.pdf 

B. Poster Preparation Recommendations 

1. Your poster should be no more than 44” high and 68” wide (poster board 

frames are approx. 4’ X 6’).  Organize your title, abstract, purpose, 

https://goo.gl/forms/VBBtexM640Ap6NSO2
https://natafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/Poster_Guidelines.pdf


methodology, results, implications, etc. in an appropriate manner that best 

conveys the content of your abstract. Some tips to consider when 

preparing your poster: 

2. Overly detailed descriptions of methodology tend to detract from other 

aspects of your presentation. 

3. Text should be of a font size and type that can be read at a distance of at 

least 4 feet from the bulletin board. 

4. Borders, background, and other visual/aesthetic elements of the poster are 

at the author's discretion, but should be placed to enhance interpretation of 

the material presented. 

5. Tables, graphs and/or other figures should be high resolution and clearly 

labelled for easy viewing. 

6. We encourage the use of QR codes or other similar methods for enabling 

attendees to utilize smartphone technology to link to laboratory webpages, 

investigator contact information, video files to demonstrate methods, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 


