
Greetings from Charleston! I hope this finds each you well.

First, to all our members affected by Hurricane Florence, know that we are here for you 
as the recovery process continues. I spoke with several of you, but for those of you that I 
did not, please let us know how we can help. Thank you for your example, strength, and 
courage.

I want to welcome Ms. Rachel Sharpe and Mr. Jared Williams to the Executive Council. 
Splitting the Secretary/ Treasurer Position has been a long time coming. We are excited 
to add two outstanding young professionals to these roles. They will serve the Associa-
tion well.

Thank you again to our committee members who continue to serve. We are blessed that 
you give your time and talents.

Thank you to our members who reached out expressing interest in serving on commit-
tees. We will be in touch soon. For those who are still interested, it is not too late. Get 
involved!

We recently emailed a survey asking for your feedback and suggestions regarding the 
DHEC Statute and Regulations. Thank you to those who took the time to respond. We 
want to hear your voice!

Finally, I am humbled to serve as your President for the next two 
years. I will attempt to fill the big shoes left by our Past President. 
Thank you again to Sheila for her service, time, and wisdom.

I believe we can and should be leaders in our profession. Let 
us do all we can to push our profession and our Association to even 
greater heights!

God Bless,
Brad
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From the President:



From the President - Elect:
Greetings from the Midlands –

 I want to wish you all the best as we settle into fall weather 
(hopefully soon) and Pumpkin Spice everything! I also want to thank 
you each for allowing the opportunity to continue my service as a 
member of the Executive Board. It has been an awesome experience 
to see the SCATA grow over the last two years and I am excited to see 
what we can do over the next several years! I am also excited for the 
addition of Rachel Sharpe and Jared Williams to the Executive Board this fall.

 I want to take a moment and encourage each of you to find an opportunity 
to serve on a committee or activity within the SCATA. Our continued success is de-
pendent on the membership’s engagement. Every level of engagement is valued from 
committee leadership to volunteering to assist with registration at SCATA in July. 
Every level of service is needed to help move Athletic Training forward in South 
Carolina and the National level. I challenge each of you to find one thing you can do 
this year to provide service to our profession.

 In the next year, we will be working to improve our state regulations. The 
only way we can succeed at this is through membership engagement, however. 
Please make sure to take a moment and fill out information request from the SCA-
TA and DHEC. Take time to join us at BBQ at the Blatt on January 16, 2018. You 
can even send an email or make a call to your representatives (https://www.sc-
statehouse.gov/legislatorssearch.php) and help them understand the importance of 
Athletic Trainers and the work we do in and out of South Carolina.

 In closing, I want to thank you for the opportunity to represent you on the 
Executive Board of The SCATA. I also want to thank you all for everything you do 
on a daily basis to represent Athletic Training in our state. I want to encourage you 
to provide service to our profession and those around you in need. Most impor-
tantly though, I want to charge you with taking care of yourselves, in the end we are 
only as strong as the membership we represent.

Sincerely,
Jeremy R. Searson, PhD, ATC

Job Postings

PlaySafe - Secondary School 
AT Positions

Palmetto Health USC 
Orthopedics - 2 DME 

Positions

PlaySafe - 2 Middle School 
AT Positions

Lugoff Elgin High School - 
Head AT/Sports Med 

Teacher

Midlands Ortho & 
Neurosurgery - AT for Clinic

Visit www.scata.org for 
more information

BBQ @
the BlattNew Date!

January 16, 2019

Come promote our profession 
and visit with state senators and 

representatives!!

Mark your calendars!
2019 South Carolina Athletic Trainers’ 

Association Annual Symposium
July 10 - EBP Workshop
July 11-12 - Symposium

Columbia SC Metropolitan Convention Center

http://www.scata.org


From the Secretary:
Happy fall everyone!

 To open my first letter as Secretary, I want to thank the members of SCATA for electing 
me to serve on the Executive Council.  I am still learning exactly what I have gotten myself into 
but am thankful to be serving our Association.  Another thank you to the returning members 
of the Executive Council for welcoming me.  I am very excited to have Jared Williams joining us as Treasurer. Split-
ting the Secretary/Treasurer postion will allow the two of us to spend our time dedicated to duties that align specifi-
cally with our role and prevent overloading one person.

 As I start my new role as Secretary, I end my term as the SC representative to the MAATA Young Profes-
sional’s Committee. Although I will no longer serve on the YPC, I am still a Young Professional and want to use 
this space to encourage other YPs to get involved in the association - whether it be at the state, district or national 
level.  There are plenty of opportunties. Although we are relatively new to the profession, YPs have good fresh ideas 
and our opinions are as valid as someone who has spent years as an athletic trainer.  Get involved. Let your voice be 
heard. Help create the future in athletic training that you would like to see!

 Finally, thank you for what each of you do to serve your patient population.  First and foremost, our pro-
fession is one of service, and I am thankful for your determination to get up every day and do this important often 
overlooked work. Your daily contribution to your corner of the world promotes and strengthens our profession. 

Thank you!
Rachel

From the Treasurer:
Greetings!

First and foremost, I want to thank all former Secretary/Treasurer dual-position holders for 
their quality contributions to the membership and the Executive Council of SCATA. I am 
very excited to begin my appointment as Treasurer and intend to be useful and honorable. I 
am grateful for the opportunity and look forward to building off of previous efforts and 
serving this association with distinction alongside Brad, Jeremy, and Rachel. 

My parting message will echo others and is for all to please continue to find a way to stay 
active and engaged in our state association. Your assistance is vital in continuing to propel 
us forward. 

Wishing you good health and happiness always,

Jared



Hurricane Florence Update
Hurricane Florence left traces of varying impact across the Carolinas. As an association we are working to 

assist our members and communities in the State of South Carolina. One of our colleagues, Annaleza Jones, 
athletic trainer at Loris High School, has suffered significant damage to her home.  As shown by the pictures 
here, repairs and replacements are in order. Annaleza has been in contact with FEMA and will obtain assis-

tance from them; however, this help alone will not satisfy her outstanding needs.

South Carolina athletic trainers are filled with community spirit, love, and compassion. It is in times such as 
these where our ability to lean on each other is imperative. In this difficult time for our fellow South Carolina 
athletic trainer, we hope the members of SCATA can help provide some relief.  For those interested, you may 

donate to help Annaleza here: https://scata.wildapricot.org/Donate.
 

When we reached out to the membership concerning the personal impact of Hurricane Florence, 
Annaleza was the only AT we heard from who was in need.  If you, or another member of our athletic training 

community has been affected by Hurricane Florence, please contact a member of our Executive Council.

Annaleza Jones
Loris High School

https://scata.wildapricot.org/Donate


We Need Your Help!
 The Special Events Committee is interested in YOUR IDEAS. If you have sugges-
tions for activities that SCATA could sponsor in different regions of the state to promote 

collegiality outside of the annual meeting in July, please send those suggestions to 
Michelle Futrell at futrellm@cofc.edu.

SCATA High School Workshop
Date has been set for Saturday, February 23rd at White Knoll High School.

 
We are starting work on the program planning as well as obtaining sponsorships. 

 
Committee Members:

Scott Thomas (Chair) Lexington HS
Mary McAllister - Spring Valley HS
Hannah Beckman - Ashley Ridge HS

Shelly Taylor - White Knoll HS 

Committee Reports

The SCATA Secondary School All Star Selection Committee would like to congratulate the following athletic trainers for their 
selection to this year’s All Star games.  

Congratulations!

We would like to recognize all of the applicants, who were also very deserving of this honor and recognition. It was extremely 
difficult to narrow the process to these four individuals.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to point out that the SCATA student workshop has set a date for 
Saturday, February 23rd at White Knoll High School. This is a wonderful opportunity to recognize your student aides for their 

assistance for the year and participation in this event will help their resume.

2018 Shrine Bowl Game
Dalton Bird, Pelion HS

Turner Prewitt, Spring Valley HS

2018 North/South All Star Football Game
Kendale Utter, Dorman HS

Rachel Jonas, Ashley Ridge HS

mailto:futrellm%40cofc.edu?subject=

