
  Greetings from the low country. I hope that 2019 has been good to you. 

I want to start by saying thank you to the Executive Council and recognizing their service.  The 
amount of work that Jeremy, Amy, and Jared put in behind the 
scenes is amazing. Their hard work and time is helping to grow 
and shape our association. The addition of a treasurer has been 
an absolute blessing as well.  For all of those who served as SCATA 

Secretary / Treasurer you understand completely. 

Stepping into this role, I knew I would face several challenges. The 

first of those is growth.  

My first SCATA Symposium was at the old Adams Mark Hotel in 
1999. It felt like there were less than one hundred people in that 
room. The growth of our association from when I first started as 
Secretary/ Treasurer to now is staggering. With our growth comes 
the challenges of more moving parts. We added new committees. 
We added new responsibilit ies and initiatives. More people means 

more challenges and we gladly welcome them.  

The next challenge is change.  

Growth is exciting but you cannot truly grow unless you change. 
Change can be 
frightening but as a 
profession, we pride 
ourselves on our ability 
to adapt and overcome 
the challenges we face. 
We should be proud of 
our accomplishments 
and progress as a state, 
but we should never be 
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satisfied. You are the advocates for our 
profession. We need to hear your voice. We 
need you to be involved.  As President Lindley 
stated, ?No one knows your story better than 
you.? We are the flag bearers for the 
profession. Now more than ever this will be a 
time of communication and collaboration as we 
look to the future. I have two questions for you: 
Where do we want to go as a profession? Who 

do we want to be?  

As we grow and change, we will look to you.  

Again, I am humbled to serve is this role. 

God Bless, 

Brad 

        

Fr om t he 
Pr esident - El ect :
 Jer emy r . Sear son, PhD, SCAT, ATC
 Greetings from the Midlands ?  

 I hope this update finds each of you well and 
enjoying the return of warm weather! I know I 

am excited to get outside and enjoy the sun 
and start to wrap-up the end of spring related 
academics and sports.    

This time of year is also a busy time for the 
SCATA as we prepare for our Annual 

Symposium. I am excited by the agenda that 
Program Committee has put together for 
2019. In addition, our Special Events 
Committee is working hard to ensure our 
membership has a number of opportunities to 
socialize and participate in SCATA sponsored 
events to benefit our scholarship funds. 
Please make sure when making your plans for 
July to consider joining us for the Golf at 
Cobblestone, our pre-symposium EBP 
program, ATs Care Training, The Welcome 
Event, and Casino Night. There are lots of 
opportunities to learn and engage with the 
SCATA in July! 

  In the next year, we will be continuing to work 
on improving our state regulations. We will be 
asking our membership to help us shape the 

conversation as we work to 
promote and protect the 

profession of Athletic 
Training in the state 
of South Carolina. All 
of our efforts will 
need the support of 
our membership. 

One of these efforts is 
a matching NATA grant; 
to complete this we need 
each member to donate to our Political Action 
efforts. The NATA will match these funds and 
allow us to put in place a lobbying agenda to 
promote our profession. We also encourage 
you to reach out to your representatives 
(www.scstatehouse.gov/legislatorssearch.php) 
and help them understand the importance of 
Athletic Trainers and the work we do in and 
out of South Carolina. I encourage you to 
extend an invitation to them to join us at the 
Annual Symposium. The more they see and 
hear from us the better our standing will be in 
the state. 

In closing, I want to thank you each again for 
the opportunity to represent you on the 
Executive Board. I also want to thank Brad, 
Jared, and Amy for all of the hard work they 
are doing to ensure the continued success 

r each out  t o 
your  

r epr esentat ives!
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of the SCATA. I also can?t thank our committee 
leadership and members enough for all the 
hard work they do behind the scenes, we 
could not do it without you! 

  Finally and most importantly, I want to charge 
each of you with taking care of yourselves and 
those around you, in the end we are only as 
strong as the membership we represent. 

  

Thanks and see you in July! 

  Sincerely,  

  Jeremy R. Searson, PhD, SCAT, ATC 

 

Fr om t he 
t r easur er :
Jar ed wil l iams, 
ms, scat , at c
Happy Spring South Carolina ATs,

 Thank you to each of you for what you do for 
our professional community. To those who 
celebrated National Athletic Training Month by 
promoting and advocating the athletic training 
profession, we thank you. It?s more than 
March and we have opportunities to make 
differences each and every day. Make them! To 

1ST ANNUAL 
NATM VIRTUAL 
5K 

The PR Committee would l ike to thank ever yone that 
par ticipated in our  f i r st annual National Athletic Training 
Month Vir tual 5K. We had over  125 runners and raised over  
$2,200 for  SCATA scholar ships. The SCATA registr ation door  
pr izes went to: Madison Kiem,  who won fr ee r egistr ation to 
the 2019 SCATA Symposium. Chr is Watson, Samantha Weber , 
Anna Gearhar t, Zach Adams, and Chis Pare al l  won $30 
toward 2019 SCATA Symposium registr ation!



supporters of the SCATA Scholarship fund, we 
thank you. To our committee members for your 
continued dedicated efforts to your respective 
causes, we thank you. Since our last newsletter, 
we are proud to report another successful BBQ 
@ The Blatt, Secondary School Student 
Workshop, College & University Symposium, 
and Graduating Student Session focused on 
growth and retention in the profession. I look 
forward to interacting with many of you at our 
upcoming meeting focusing on the same. In the 
meantime please contact me with anything I 
can be a resource for. I am so grateful for the 
opportunity to serve the SCATA. We are doing 

our best to work for you. 

Wishing you health and happiness always, 

  Jared 

        

Fr om t he 
secr etar y:
amy f r al ey hand, 
PhD, SCAT, ATC
Happy spring everyone ?

I would like to start by saying thank you to 
each and every AT throughout our state for 
what you do for our profession. Our decisions, 
words, and work each day continue to move 
athletic training forward. No task or 
opportunity is too small to make a difference 
in the lives of our students, our patients, and 
our profession. 

I would also like to thank you for the 
opportunity to serve in this role. Brad, Jeremy, 
Jared, and I are here to address your questions 
and needs. Please do not hesitate to reach out 
if we can ever do anything to help. I hope to 
see you in July!

Best,

Amy 

commit t ee 
r epor t s:
t HIRD PARTY REIMBURSEMENT
This winter, a new committee was formed under 
SCATA for the investigation of Third Party 
Reimbursement for athletic training services in 
our state.  The committee is working hard to 
gather information on how ATs in other states 
are currently participating in this practice, what 
the NATA is doing to support these processes, 
and how it might benefit us here. If you have any 
interest in assisting with this process or offering 
insight from your experience with TPR, please 
reach out to Michelle Matheny at 

mathenymb@gmail.com. An 
email survey will also be 

coming out to all 
members and we 
greatly appreciate 
everyone's feedback 
on this topic, so please 

respond! 

young pr of essional s' 
commit t ee
SCATA YPC is proud to report our efforts to 
continue to reach our soon to be newly 
credentialed athletic trainers. The committee 
offered graduating students cover letter/resume 
feedback review and tips for the job application 
process this Winter and hosted a Graduating 
Student Session in conjunction with the College 
& University Symposium earlier this year to 
discuss transition to practice and ethics in 
athletic training. Thank you to all of the students 
who embraced the opportunity to participate 
and also to our committee members/volunteers 
who took part in the success of those initiatives. 
We are now calling on all athletic trainers who 
are within the first 12 years after your initial 
certification to log in to your SCATA account and 

KEEP AN EYE OUT 
FOR THE 
SURVEY!



update your Member Profile by selecting the 
?Young Professionals? group under ?Group 
Participation?. Our committee is continually 
working together to address your needs. We are 
looking at interactive events to offer around the 
upcoming symposium and beyond and would 
love to extend our initiation to you. Thank you 
for all you do for your communities and for our 
profession!

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
COMMITTEE
In February, the SCATA College and University 
Committee hosted the annual SCATA College 

and University Symposium at the University of 
South Carolina. Over 100 athletic training 
students from across the state attended the 
event to learn about rehabilitation of the 
person with mild traumatic brain injury and 
mental health, as well as to network with their 
peers and certified athletic trainers from a 
variety of practice settings. Five Athletic Training 
Programs also participated in the South 
Carolina Quiz Bowl, and the University of South 
Carolina moved on to represent the state at the 
MAATA Quiz Bowl.  The College and University 
Committee would like to thank the student 
attendees and everyone that helped to make 
this event a success.

MAATA QUIZ 
BOWL

Congratulations to the 
Univer si ty of South Carol ina 
for  w inning the MAATA Quiz 
Bow l on May 17. Noelle Haller , 
Emily Meyer l, and Stephanie 
Tighe w i l l  r epresent Distr ict 3 
at the NATA Quiz Bow l in June 
in Las Vegas!



Honor s and awar ds 
commit t ee
SCATA Honors and Awards 
Committee is pleased to share 
that the following SC ATs have 
earned the following honors this 
year: 

- Longtime Sumter High 
School Athletic Trainer 
Gary Nelson, MA, SCAT, 
ATC has been selected      
for the Sout h Carolina 
At hlet ic Coaches 
Associat ion Hall of  Fam e.    
Gary will be inducted into 
the SCACA Hall of Fame at 
the SCACA Awards 
Banquet in July.  He joins Barry Atkinson and Scott Douglass as the only athletic trainers to receive 
this honor. 

- George Wham , EdD, SCAT, ATC, (Pelion High School) has been named a NATA Most       
Dist inguished At hlet ic Trainer , MAATA Most  Dist inguished At hlet ic Trainer , and t he 2019 
NATA Dist r ict  3 Gat orade Award Winner .  He will be recognized at the NATA convention in Las 
Vegas and MAATA symposium in Ocean City.   

- Jason Keesee, MEd, SCAT, ATC (Socastee HighSchool) has been named SCACA At hlet ic Trainer  of  
t he Year .  He will honored at the SCACA Awards Banquet in July.    

Also, excited to share that the following AT students from our state have been honored with scholarships: 

Nancy Ur iegas ? University of South Carolina: A.C. ?Whitey? Gwynne Scholarship (MAATA)

Em ily Meyer l - University of South Carolina: BOC Lindsay McLean Scholarship (NATA Foundation 
Scholarship) and Larry Sutton Scholarship (MAATA) 

Rebecca Hirschhorn  - University of South Carolina: PFATS Scholarship 
(NATA Foundation Scholarship) 

Nicole Fashner  - University of South Carolina: Richard Vandevoort 
Scholarship (NATA Foundation Scholarship)

Kasey Ohlem eyer  ? University of South Carolina: William Prentice 
Scholarship (NATA Foundation Scholarship) 

NOMINATE A WORTHY PEER FOR SCATA AWARDS: Forms and 
directions can be found on SCATA webpage under Honors and Awards.  
Click on  https://scata.wildapricot.org/Contact 

NOMINATE A WORTHY PEER FOR MAATA AWARDS: Forms and 
directions can be found on MAATA webpage under Honors and 
Awards. Click on https://www.maata.org/awards

pl ease 
nominat e a 
wor t hy peer  
f or  nata, 
maata, and 
scata awar ds

https://scata.wildapricot.org/Contact
https://protect2.fireeye.com/url?k=6e7eb429-32ef4974-6e7efae8-0cc47a31b5aa-e4845b30a1ef6e02&u=https://www.maata.org/awards


Special  event s commit t ee
One of the primary goals of SCATA is to promote the profession of Athletic Training by supporting our 
members and encouraging future professionals. Applications are now being accepted for the three 

SCATA sponsored scholarships (https://scata.wildapricot.org/Scholarships): 

Ter ry Lew is Mem or ial Undergraduat e Scholarship: Presented to an undergraduate student 
currently pursuing a degree in Athletic Training 

Ter ry Lew is Mem or ial Graduat e Scholarship: Presented to a graduate student in an entry-level 
master?s program or a graduate student working in the field of Athletic Training 

Hannah Sobesk i Mem or ial Scholarship: Presented to a graduating high school senior who is the 
dependent of a current SCATA member. 

Applicat ions are due no lat er  t han June 15, 2019. 

  

2019 SCATA Cup Gol f  Tour nament  

It?s time to tee it up for the 2019 SCATA Cup Golf Tournament! This year?s tournament will be a 
10:00am Shotgun on Wednesday, July 10th at Cobblestone Park Golf Club. The entry-fee for this 
Captain?s Choice event is $100 per person and includes breakfast, lunch, snacks and beverages on 
the course, a tee gift, special games, and great door prizes. Bring a group of friends, team up with 
other SCATA members, invite your team physician and coaches to play, or register individually and 
you will be matched with other golfers. Golfers of all levels are encouraged to participate in this fun, 
fellowship building event that?s all for a great cause. All proceeds from the event go to support our 
SCATA Scholarships. 

You can register for this event while registering for the SCATA Annual Symposium.

 

Raf f l e

Special Event Committee members will be selling raffle tickets during the annual meeting. Raffle 
tickets are $2.00 each and all proceeds go to support SCATA Scholarships. Winners will be announced 

just prior to the final DHEC talk on Friday afternoon.  

Some of this year?s prizes this include: 

· 2 Tickets to a University of South Carolina football game 

· 2 Tickets to a Clemson University football game 

· Free DHEC renewal 

· Football signed by the Clemson National Championship football 
team 

· Free registration to the 2020 SCATA Annual Meeting 

If  you have a great  pr ize t hat  we could add t o t he raf f le, please 
cont act  Michelle Fut rell (fut rellm @cofc.edu) or  Chr is Pare 

(chr is.pare@furm an.edu). 

apply t oday 
f or  scata 
schol arships!
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 Schol ar ship Sponsor ship Oppor t unit ies 

Another way our members can get involved is to help identify potential scholarship sponsors. 
Athletic Trainers are great at making friends, and perhaps those friends also want to support 
future professionals.  We are encouraging members to ask team physicians, clinics, hospital 
systems or even friends to consider becoming a scholarship sponsor.  Sponsors are more likely 
to support people they know.  There are lots of ways to get involved: 

Scholarship Sponsor ($1000): 
· Admission to Welcome Reception and One Foursome eligible to compete in the golf outing 
· Listing with link displayed on event website and in symposium program 
· Signage with logo at all scholarship events during the symposium 
· Formal recognition at Golf Awards and Welcome Reception 
Special Event  Sponsor  ($750): 
· Recognition as official sponsor of snacks/drinks for Welcome Reception or Luncheon for the 
golf tournament 
· Admission to Welcome Reception and One Individual Entry in golf event with formal recognition 
at both events. 
· Listing with link displayed on event website 
· Signage with logo at all scholarship events during the symposium 
Join t he Team  Sponsor : (Percent age of  sales m ade t o at t endees show ing SCATA badge 
dur ing sym posium ) 
· Negotiated percentage of sales made to SCATA attendees during symposium 
· Listing with link displayed on event website 
· Signage with logo displayed to all attendees during the annual symposium 
· Formal recognition daily during the symposium 
Raff le Pr izes: Gift cards or prizes of any kind that can be used during the raffle, golf outing or 
welcome reception to reward participants. 

GOLF SPECIFIC SPONSORSHIPS 
Sponsor  an At hlet ic Training Tr io ($500): 
· One Foursome: Give 3 Athletic Trainers a chance to participate in the golf outing and network       
with you while you play 
· Signage with logo at the golf event and recognition at the awards ceremony 

ANNUAL 
SYMPOSIUM
PRE- EVENTS

On Wednesday, July 10, there will be 
two pre-conference events held at the 
Hilton Columbia. Please consider 
attending the ATs Care "Assisting 
Individuals in Crisis" Workshop and the 
pre-conference EBP course, "The 
Concussion Myth," presented by Jason 
Mihalik, PhD, CAT(C), ATC.



 Tee-Pr ize Sponsorship ($350): 
· Provide a gift for each participant in the golf outing with your logo 
on it 
· Signage with logo at the golf event and recognition at the awards 
ceremony 
· Individual entry to the golf tournament 
Hole Sponsorship ($100) 
· Signage with logo at the golf event and recognition at the awards 
ceremony 
Team / Individual Golf  ($400/$100) 
· Enter a foursome or just come play and support the scholarship 
fund 

Have quest ions? Cont act : Chr is Pare (864-567-0311 
chr is.pare@furm an.edu) OR  Michelle Fut rell (843-475-1128 
fut rellm @cofc.edu) 

Cal endar

July 11- 12 

July 10

j une 24- 27
NATA Clinical Symposia 
and AT Expo

Las Vegas, NV

SCATA Annual Symposium

Columbia Convention 
Center

Columbia, SC

Pre-Conference EBP 
Workshop and ATs Care 
Workshop

Hi lton, Columbia, SC

DO NOT FORGET TO  REGISTER 
FOR THE SYMPOSIUM TODAY!

We would like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt gratitude to each of the 
SCATA members who took time to reach out to us and offer us comfort through your 
prayers, calls, and cards after the death of our 21 year old son Carson this past December. 
We are especially grateful to those members who traveled hundreds of miles to be with us 
in person, or who contributed to the Carson A. Berry Marine Science Scholarship Fund 
which will be endowed to Coastal Carolina University in Conway.

Carson was a special soul who always found positivity in life, despite suffering from Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy all of his life and being confined to a wheelchair. In his short life he had 
the opportunity to meet and interact with many in our Athletic Training community and 
many of you have told us how much you enjoyed the opportunity to visit with him.

We are blessed to be a part of a professional community that not only cares for athletes of 
all kinds, but also for their own in the darkest of times. For that we are eternally grateful.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jim, Becky, and Cooper Berry; Myrtle Beach, SC

A Thank you -


